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Manifesto on Climate ChdngéAcﬂan

Climate change is the most serious and pervasive threat that humanity faces today. It will change
everything.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), has declared that the “warming of the
Earth’'s climate system is unequivocal” and that this warming is aftributed to the dramatic rise in
human-induced greenhouse gas emissions since the mid 20th-century. IPCC's Fourth Assessment
Report presents new evidence that climate change is dramatically affecting Asia.

Climate change is changing our world.  All our aspirations to eradicate poverty and ineguality,
achieve social harmony, and realize sustainable development for our present and future
generations, are at risk. Rising temperatures, accelerated sea level rise, extreme weather events,
enhanced climate variability, rainfall anomalies, and the melting of ancient glaciers will seriously
affect Asian nations that are most vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. Such consequences
will affect health, agriculture and food production, water resources, forests and river basins, marine
and coastal ecosystems, biodiversity and the critical natural resource base of many communities in
Asia. Ultimately, it is the poor that suffer disproportionately from resource degradation and natural
disasters.

Climate change is not only an environmental issue. It is also a social, economic, and political issue
that knows no borders. And while some continue to debate the science, massive populations in
Asia, especially the millions who live aleng its vast coastlines, or who are dependent on the great
rivers that flow from the Tibetan plateau are constantly threatened by the scourges of climate
change. It is time to act now.

Toking urgent collective action to combat climate change is @ common yet differentiated
responsibility for all nations. For Asia, this inter-generational commitment to fight climate change
is o rare opportunity for our societies to stand together and build o common future for all nations.

Mutually inspired by our common vision to promote “greatness of spirit in selfless service to the
peoples of Asia,” we urge governments and the rest of the world to action, both in mitigating
climate change and helping our communities adapt to its adverse impacts. Sustained access to
clean and renewable energy and efforts to stop deforestation need to be supported as long term
efforts to avert climate change. Clean energy development will also create new jobs for Asian
workers.

Filled with the greatest hope, we commit ourselves to constructing a regional architecture for
cooperation encompassing scientific, economic, technological, social and practical actions to
achieve climate security. We urge the governments of Asia to energetically support the global
negotiations to achieve a successor treaty to the Kyoto Protocol.









